
How we “Other” Others 
 
 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not male 
and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

     Galatians  
 

 We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another. 
      Romans 
 
 

 Start by letting your mind wander back over some of the examples given during 
input— 
  the beating of homosexual Matthew Shepherd 
  the lynching of African-American Michael Donald 
  the internment of little Japanese-American Janet Daijogo 
  the imprisonment in concentration camps of the Jewish Salomon Radasky 
  the genocide of the Rwandan Tutsis 
. 
 And also to some of the less graphic reactions I shared— 
  the reaction to a black man coming toward a white woman on a dark street 
  the reaction to news that Muslims were upset at the reaction to 9/11 
  the insensitivity to white children growing up in the south to segregation 
  American and European (lack of strong) reactions to atrocities in Rwanda 
and Darfur 
  initial reactions to the AIDs epidemic 
  American  acceptance of the excesses of the war on terror 
 
  
 Be aware of and reflect on the reactions you had as you heard those stories. 
 
 After you have spent some time with those reactions, reflect on the following 
questions: 
 

How do I define myself? 
 
  What kind of categories or groupings do I put myself in? 
 
  In what ways do those categories exclude others? 
 
 How do I define others?  

 
What are the bases on which I “other” others? 
 
Are there certain peoples who I view as “not me” in ways that 

makes it difficult for me to open my heart to them? 
 



 The Dignity of the Human Person 
 

Because God is the creator, redeemer, lover of the world, God’s own honor is at stake in 
human happiness.  Wherever human beings are violated, diminished, or have their life 
drained away, God’s glory is dimmed and dishonored.” 
     Elizabeth Johnson 
 
When the Messiah came 
his people failed to see him. 
He’s still around. 
When did I see him last? 

Anthony DeMello 
 
 
 
Prayerfully read the words of Genesis.  Ponder their meaning for you. 
 

Then God said: “Let us make humans in our image, after our likeness.  Let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on 
the ground.” 
God created humans in his image, in the divine image God created them, 
male and female he created them…. 
God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good. 
    Genesis 
 

 
What do these words say about who we are as human beings? 
 
 
Now consider that this God who made us in his image, decided to take on human 
form. 
 
 And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 
     John 
  

  
How does a true belief in the Incarnation, in the awesome dignity of the human 
person, change the world? 
 
 
How does this understanding affect your life? 

 


