
2009 Advent Retreat in Daily Living  

Prayer Material for Week 2: God’s Invitation 

 

 Attached are suggested scriptural passages for your prayer each day.  For each, read the 

passage slowly several times.  Then engage in a process of Lectio in the method we discussed or 

in Ignatian contemplation.  Following each passage are some questions you might reflect on. 

 

 

Day 1  Isaiah   

 

 

Day 2  Mary – the Annunciation 

 

 

Day 3  Joseph – Joseph’s Dream 

 

 

Day 4  John the Baptist – Preparer of the Way 

 

 

Day 5  The Magi – A Long Journey 

 

 

Day 6  God’s Invitation to Me 

 

 

Day 7  Repetition 
  



Day 1 

Isaiah 

 

Isaiah 6 

 

In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, with the 

train of his garment filling the temple.  Seraphim were stationed above; each of them had 

six wings: with two they veiled their faces, with two they veiled their feet, and with two 

they hovered aloft.   

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts!" they cried one to the other. "All the earth is filled 

with his glory!" At the sound of that cry, the frame of the door shook and the house was 

filled with smoke.   

 

Then I said, "Woe is me, I am doomed! For I am a man of unclean lips, living among a 

people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!" Then one of 

the seraphim flew to me, holding an ember which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  

He touched my mouth with it. "See," he said, "now that this has touched your lips, your 

wickedness is removed, your sin purged."  

 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?" 

"Here I am," I said; "send me!" And he replied: Go and say to this people: Listen 

carefully, but you shall not understand! Look intently, but you shall know nothing!  You 

are to make the heart of this people sluggish, to dull their ears and close their eyes; Else 

their eyes will see, their ears hear, their heart understand, and they will turn and be 

healed.  

 

"How long, O Lord?" I asked. And he replied: Until the cities are desolate, without 

inhabitants, Houses, without a man, and the earth is a desolate waste.  Until the Lord 

removes men far away, and the land is abandoned more and more.  If there be still a 

tenth part in it, then this in turn shall be laid waste; As with a terebinth or an oak whose 

trunk remains when its leaves have fallen. (Holy offspring is the trunk.)  

 

 

 

 

Who are the prophets in your life?  What do you learn from them about how to answer 

God’s invitation? 

 

Hear God saying “Whom shall I send?  Who will go for us?” 

What vision are you being invited to share with others? 

 

 

  



Day 2 

Mary – The Annunciation 

 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to 

a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name was 

Mary.  

And coming to her, he said, "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you."  

But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  

Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  Behold, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.  He will be great 

and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his 

father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end."  

But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?"   

And the angel said to her in reply, "The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of 

God.  

And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth 

month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God."  

Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 

word." Then the angel departed from her. 

 

 

 

Is there something you would do if you were not afraid?  What is it?   

Speak to God of the courage you need say “yes” as Mary did. 

 

 

What do I learn from Mary both about hearing God’s invitation and responding to it? 

 

  



Day 3 

 

Joseph – Joseph’s Dream 

 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.  When his mother Mary was 

betrothed to Joseph, but before the lived together, she was found with child 

through the holy Spirit.  Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet 

unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly.  Such was his 

intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 

home.  For it is through the holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.  

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and 

they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means “God is with us.”  When Joseph 

woke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into 

his home.  He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him 

Jesus. 

     

 

Joseph heard the voice of God in his dream.   What was it in Joseph that allowed him to 

trust the voice of the angel? 

 

Listen to God.  What does God desire to bring to birth through you this Advent?  

 

What is God’s dream for you?  What is God’s vision and hope for you during this period? 

 

 If God’s dream for you is different from what you dream for yourself, are your free and 

willing to change? 

 

 

  



Day 4 

John the Baptist – Preparer of the Way 

 

A man names John was sent from God.  He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.  

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.” 

    John 1:6-9 

 

Now John wore clothing of camel hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey.” 

    Matthew 3:4 

 

[T]he word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah in the desert.  He went throughout 

the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. … Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their 

hearts whether John might be the Messiah.  John answered them all, saying, “I am 

baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming.  I am not worthy to loosen 

the thong of his sandals.  He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.” 

    Luke 3:2-3, 15-16 

 

When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites [to him] to ask him, “Who are 

you?” he admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the Messiah.”  So they 

asked him, “What are you then?  Are you Elijah?”  And he said, “I am not.”  “Are you 

the Prophet?”  He answered, “No.”  So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give 

an answer to those who sent us?  What do you have to say for yourself?”  He said: “I am 

„the voice of one crying out in the desert, “Make straight the way of the Lord,”‟ as Isaiah 

the prophet said.”… The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, 

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 

    John 1:19-24, 29 

 

This is the one about whom it is written: “Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of 

you; he will prepare your way before you.”  Amen, I say to you, among those born of 

women, there has been none greater than John the Baptist.  

    Matthew 11:10-11 

 

 

How are you being invited to prepare the way for Jesus’ coming? 

 

What allowed John to take “second fiddle”? 

  



Day 5 

The Magi – A Long Journey 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 

 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi 

from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We 

saw his star 
3
 at its rising and have come to do him homage."  When King Herod heard 

this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  Assembling all the chief 

priests and the scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 

born.  They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written through the 

prophet: 'And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"  

 

Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star's 

appearance.  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search diligently for the 

child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage."  

After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at 

its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was.  

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with 

Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened 

their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   

 

And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their 

country by another way.  

 

 

 

The Magi must have questioned their reading of the omens. 

In what areas of your life are you most in need of God’s assurances? 

 

  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew2.htm#foot3


Day 6 

Gods Invitation to Me 

 

Matthew 4:18-22 

 

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, 

and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen.  He said to them, 

"Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."  At once they left their nets and 

followed him.  

 

He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and 

his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He 

called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him.  

 

 

Be in the scene. 

 

After Jesus calls Simon and Andrew and James and John, hear Jesus calling you. 

 

What does Jesus say? 

 

 

 

 As you reflect on the scene, keep in mind the instructions of Margaret Silf in The Inner 

Compass: 

 

“Try to imagine yourself a participant in [the Gospel scene].  As the events unfold, can 

you identify the two stories that are coming together?  One is the Gospel story as it is 

given to us.  The other may be a part of your own personal story that in some way 

resonates with what you are meeting in the Gospels. Can you see these two pictures side 

by side?  Can you bring them together and let the Lord bring them into a new focus for 

you?  You may feel that there is an unbridgeable gulf between them.  If so, tell God so in 

your prayers, and show him how you are feeling.  Or you may find that the Gospel story 

sheds a new light on this part of your own story.  If so, let God lead you more deeply into 

what he is showing you in this way.”  



 

Day 7 

 

Repetition 

 

 Repetition is a repeating of a prayer experience in order to allow for deeper appropriation 

of the particular mystery.  It is not repeating the material in sense of going back and looking for 

something new.  Instead you want to return to the points where you experienced the greatest 

movement in order to allow yourself to savor, deepen and better appreciate the experience, to 

allow it to be reinforced.   

 So on this last day, simply return to the moment in one of your prior prayer periods this 

week where you felt the greatest movement toward or away from God.  The place of deepest 

affect.  Go back there and see what else God wants to share with you. 

  

 

 


