
St. Hubert Taize 

5/12/11 Readings 

Transformation 

 

 

Reading 1 

Dietrich von Hildebrand 

(The Dietrich von Hildebrand Life Guide) 

A strong desire must fill us to become different beings, to mortify our old selves to 

become different [persons] in Christ. This desire, this readiness to “decrease” so that “He 

may grow in us,” is the first elementary precondition for the transformation in 

Christ….Our surrender in Christ implies a readiness to let Him fully transform us, 

without setting any limit on the modification of our nature under His influence…. 

There are many religious Catholics whose readiness to change is merely a conditional 

one. They exert themselves to keep the commandments and to get rid of such qualities as 

they have recognized to be sinful. But they lack the will and the readiness to become new 

[persons] all in all…They prefer to evade the act of metanoia: a true “conversion” of the 

heart. 

 

 

Reading 2 

Simone Weil 

(First and Last Notebooks) 

 

There is no fire in the cooked dish, but one knows it has been on the fire. On the other 

hand, even though one may think to have seen the flames under them, if the potatoes are 

raw it is certain they have not been on the fire. 

 

It is not by the way a man talks about God, but by the way he talks about things of the 

world that best shows whether his soul has passed through the fire of the love of God. In 

this manner no deception is possible. There are false imitations of the love of God, but 

not of the transformation it effects in the soul, because one has no idea of this 

transformation except by passing through it oneself….[T]his transformation is not 

effected by direct efforts, but by a union of love with God….People transformed in this 

manner carry God, the Beloved, in their „hearts.‟… 

 

 

 

Reading 3 

Joan Chittister 

(The Story of Ruth) 

 

A moment of transformation comes when something inside us shifts and, despite 

ourselves, we find that we are no longer the person we used to be.  Then, like Naomi and 



Ruth we find not only that life has changed but that we have changed.  Then we know 

with certainty that God is working in our soul. ... 

 

Transformation is not happenstance; it is a revolution of the soul. … 

 

Transformation is the process of coming to wholeness, of growing into the skin of 

creation in such a way that we become more than we ever thought we could be. 

 

 

 

Reading 4 

John 5:1-9 

 

After this, there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  Now there is in 

Jerusalem at the Sheep (Gate) a pool called in Hebrew Bethesda, with five porticoes.  In 

these lay a large number of ill, blind, lame, and crippled.  One man was there who had 

been ill for thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had 

been ill for a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be well?"  The sick man 

answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; 

while I am on my way, someone else gets down there before me."  Jesus said to him, 

"Rise, take up your mat, and walk."  Immediately the man became well, took up his mat, 

and walked.  

 

 


