
Tales of Discipleship 
 
Start by spending some time reflecting on what touched you as you listened to the 
narratives of Martha, Veronica, Mary Magdalene and Mary. 
 
 
 What qualities of discipleship did they display? 
 
 
 
 What qualities of theirs did you most admire? 
 
 
 

What do they teach you about responding to God?  About the meaning of 
discipleship? 
 
 
 Next, spend some time considering whether there are other people who followed 
in Jesus’ path that inspire you and that model discipleship – whether they walked with 
Jesus or came afterward. 
  
 

What is it about that person or persons that makes them a model of discipleship? 
 
 
 

What would you like to share about them with other women who may not be 
familiar with them or what it is about them that inspires you? 

 
 
 
 Finally, spend some time talking with God, giving thanks for those who model 
what it means to follow Christ, for the inspiration they give to us. 
 
 
  



False Steps on the Pilgrims Trail 
 

Then Jesus said to them, “This night all of you will have your faith in me shaken, 
for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
dispersed.’ But after I have been raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee.”  
Peter said to him in reply, “Though all may have their faith in you shaken, mine 
will never be.”  Jesus said to him, “Amen, I say to you, tis very night before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three times.”  Peter said to him, “Even though I 
should have to die with you, I will not deny you.”  And all the disciples spoke 
likewise.   
 
“I do not know what you are talking about”…”I do not know the man!”...”I do 
not know the man.”  And immediately a cock crowed. 

     (Matthew 26:32-35; 27:70, 72, 74) 
 

 
Then one of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?  They paid 
him thirty pieces of silver, and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to 
hand him over.”                       (Matthew 26:14-16) 

 
 
 

When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all, but that a riot was breaking 
out instead, he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, 
"I am innocent of this man's blood. Look to it yourselves." 
      (Matthew 27:24) 

 
 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my 
finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

      (John 20:25) 
 

 
Start by spending some time reflecting on what touched you as you listened to the 
narratives of Peter, Judas, Pilate and Thomas.  Particularly at those things that made you 
feel uncomfortable.  One by one, consider each of their stories.  As you reflect on their 
stories consider: 
 

What explains their behavior?  What motivated them to act as or say what they 
did?  What did they lack? 

 
Do you find traces of their behavior in yourself? 
 
 
What do you need from God to avoid the pitfalls each of them fell into? 



Pilgrimage in a Post-Resurrection World 
 
 

When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times 
or seasons that the Father has established by his own authority.  But you will receive 
power when the holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  When he had said this, as 
they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.  While they 
were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white 
garments stood beside them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there 
looking at the sky?  This Jesus who had been taken up from you into heaven will return in 
the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”  Then they returned to Jerusalem 
from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 
    (Acts 1:6-12) 

 
 

 As you reflect on how you are being called to walk in Christ’s footsteps consider: 
 
 
What are my gifts? 

It might help to call to mind some of the key people in your life – the 
friends and mentors who have helped you to know who you are and what 
you can do; people who have been your models of a life lived with joy and 
integrity; people for whom you are grateful when you look at your life.  
What have you learned from them about yourself and about the gifts and 
talents that are special to you?  If someone asked them to describe your 
strengths and weaknesses, what specific ones do you think they would 
mention?   

 
 
 
What brings me joy?  What are the things I do that make me feel most alive?  
What gives me a sense that all is right with me and God? 
 
 
 
What does my community need from me? 
 
 
 
How can I best fulfill Christ’s charge to be his witness to all the world and make 
disciples of all nations?  
 
 
 
What gifts to I need from the Spirit in order to better be the living Christ today? 


