
Week 2 Prayer Materials 
 
Esau and Jacob 
 
Joseph and his Brothers 
 
Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 
Jesus and Peter 
 
Jesus on the Cross 
 
Stephen 

 
 

Note: Following are the passages (or excerpts thereof) relating to some well-
known Biblical models of forgiveness.  Taking a different passage each day, pray 
with the passage (using whatever form of praying with scripture you choose).  
Spend some time reflecting on what you can learn from the “forgiver” in the story 
and on what would be most challenging to you in a similar situation.  
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Esau and Joseph (excerpted from Genesis Chapters 27 and 33) 
 

When Isaac was so old that his eyesight had failed him, he called his older son Esau 
and said to him, “My son!” “Here I am!” he replied. Isaac then said, “Now I have 
grown old. I do not know when I might die. So now take your hunting gear—your 
quiver and bow—and go out into the open country to hunt some game for me. Then 
prepare for me a dish in the way I like, and bring it to me to eat, so that I may bless 
you before I die.” 
 
Rebekah had been listening while Isaac was speaking to his son Esau. So when Esau 
went out into the open country to hunt some game for his father, Rebekah said to her 
son Jacob, … “Go to the flock and get me two choice young goats so that with these I 
might prepare a dish for your father in the way he likes. Then bring it to your father to 
eat, that he may bless you before he dies.” … 
 
So Jacob went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared a dish 
in the way his father liked. Rebekah then took the best clothes of her older son Esau 
that she had in the house, and gave them to her younger son Jacob to wear; and with 
the goatskins she covered up his hands and the hairless part of his neck. Then she gave 
her son Jacob the dish and the bread she had prepared. 
 
Going to his father, Jacob said, “Father!” “Yes?” replied Isaac. “Which of my sons are 
you?” Jacob answered his father: “I am Esau, your firstborn. I did as you told me. 
Please sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may bless me.” But Isaac said to 
his son, “How did you get it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “The LORD, your 
God, directed me.” Isaac then said to Jacob, “Come closer, my son, that I may feel 
you, to learn whether you really are my son Esau or not.” So Jacob moved up closer to 
his father. When Isaac felt him, he said, “Although the voice is Jacob’s, the hands are 
Esau’s.” (He failed to identify him because his hands were hairy, like those of his 
brother Esau; so he blessed him.) Again Isaac said, “Are you really my son Esau?” 
And Jacob said, “I am.” Then Isaac said, “Serve me, my son, and let me eat of the 
game so that I may bless you.” Jacob served it to him, and Isaac ate; he brought him 
wine, and he drank. Finally his father Isaac said to him, “Come closer, my son, and 
kiss me.” As Jacob went up to kiss him, Isaac smelled the fragrance of his clothes. 
With that, he blessed him, saying, “Ah, the fragrance of my son is like the fragrance of 
a field that the LORD has blessed! May God give to you of the dew of the heavens 
and of the fertility of the earth abundance of grain and wine. May peoples serve you 
and nations bow down to you; Be master of your brothers, and may your mother’s 
sons bow down to you. Cursed be those who curse you, and blessed be those who 
bless you.” 
 
Jacob had scarcely left his father after Isaac had finished blessing him, when his 
brother Esau came back from his hunt. Then he too prepared a dish, and bringing it to 
his father, he said, “Let my father sit up and eat some of his son’s game, that you may 
then give me your blessing.” His father Isaac asked him, “Who are you?” He said, “I 
am your son, your firstborn son, Esau.” Isaac trembled greatly. “Who was it, then,” he 
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asked, “that hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it all just before you came, and I 
blessed him. Now he is blessed!” As he heard his father’s words, Esau burst into loud, 
bitter sobbing and said, “Father, bless me too!” When Isaac said, “Your brother came 
here by a ruse and carried off your blessing,” Esau exclaimed, “He is well named 
Jacob, is he not! He has supplanted me twice! First he took away my right as firstborn, 
and now he has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, “Have you not saved a 
blessing for me?” Isaac replied: “I have already appointed him your master, and I have 
assigned to him all his kindred as his servants; besides, I have sustained him with 
grain and wine. What then can I do for you, my son?” Esau said to his father, “Have 
you only one blessing, father? Bless me too, father!” and Esau wept aloud. His father 
Isaac said in response: “See, far from the fertile earth will be your dwelling; far from 
the dew of the heavens above! By your sword you will live, and your brother you will 
serve; but when you become restless, you will throw off his yoke from your neck.” 

 

Esau bore a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. 
Esau said to himself, “Let the time of mourning for my father come, so that I may kill 
my brother Jacob.” When Rebekah got news of what her older son Esau had in mind, 
she summoned her younger son Jacob and said to him: “Listen! Your brother Esau 
intends to get his revenge by killing you. So now, my son, obey me: flee at once to my 
brother Laban in Haran, and stay with him a while until your brother’s fury subsides—
until your brother’s anger against you subsides and he forgets what you did to him.  
 
… [Some years later, Jacob departs form Laban to the land of his brother, and receives 
a message that Esau is coming to meet him “accompanied by four hundred men.”] 
 
Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and with him four hundred men. … Esau ran 
to meet him, embraced him, and flinging himself on his neck, kissed him as he wept. 
Then Esau looked up and saw the women and children and asked, “Who are these 
with you?” Jacob answered, “They are the children with whom God has graciously 
favored your servant.” Then the maidservants and their children came forward and 
bowed low; next, Leah and her children came forward and bowed low; lastly, Joseph 
and Rachel came forward and bowed low. Then Esau asked, “What did you intend 
with all those herds that I encountered?” Jacob answered, “It was to gain my lord’s 
favor.” Esau replied, “I have plenty; my brother, you should keep what is yours.” “No, 
I beg you!” said Jacob. “If you will do me the favor, accept this gift from me, since to 
see your face is for me like seeing the face of God—and you have received me so 
kindly. Accept the gift I have brought you. For God has been generous toward me, and 
I have an abundance.” Since he urged him strongly, Esau accepted. 
 
Then Esau said, “Let us break camp and be on our way; I will travel in front of you.” 
But Jacob replied: “As my lord knows, the children are too young. And the flocks and 
herds that are nursing are a concern to me; if overdriven for even a single day, the 
whole flock will die. Let my lord, then, go before his servant, while I proceed more 
slowly at the pace of the livestock and at the pace of my children, until I join my lord 
in Seir.” Esau replied, “Let me at least put at your disposal some of the people who are 
with me.” But Jacob said, “Why is this that I am treated so kindly, my lord?”  
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Joseph and his Brothers (excerpted from Genesis 37, 42-45) 
 

Israel loved Joseph best of all his sons, for he was the child of his old age; and he 
had made him a long ornamented tunic. When his brothers saw that their father 
loved him best of all his brothers, they hated him so much that they could not say a 
kind word to him. 
 
Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers, they hated him even more. 
He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had. There we were, binding sheaves in the 
field, when suddenly my sheaf rose to an upright position, and your sheaves formed a 
ring around my sheaf and bowed down to it.” His brothers said to him, “Are you really 
going to make yourself king over us? Will you rule over us?” So they hated him all the 
more because of his dreams and his reports…. 
 
One day, when his brothers had gone to pasture their father’s flocks at Shechem, Israel 
said to Joseph, “Are your brothers not tending our flocks at Shechem? Come and I 
will send you to them.” “I am ready,” Joseph answered. “Go then,” he replied; “see if 
all is well with your brothers and the flocks, and bring back word.” So he sent him off 
from the valley of Hebron. When Joseph reached Shechem, a man came upon him as 
he was wandering about in the fields. “What are you looking for?” the man asked him. 
“I am looking for my brothers,” he answered. “Please tell me where they are tending 
the flocks.” The man told him, “They have moved on from here; in fact, I heard them 
say, ‘Let us go on to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them in 
Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to 
kill him. They said to one another: “Here comes that dreamer! Come now, let us kill 
him and throw him into one of the cisterns here; we could say that a wild beast 
devoured him. We will see then what comes of his dreams.” 

 
But when Reuben heard this, he tried to save him from their hands, saying: “We must 
not take his life.” Then Reuben said, “Do not shed blood! Throw him into this cistern 
in the wilderness; but do not lay a hand on him.” His purpose was to save him from 
their hands and restore him to his father. 
 
So when Joseph came up to his brothers, they stripped him of his tunic, the long 
ornamented tunic he had on; then they took him and threw him into the cistern. The 
cistern was empty; there was no water in it. 
 
Then they sat down to eat. Looking up, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming 
from Gilead, their camels laden with gum, balm, and resin to be taken down to Egypt. 
Judah said to his brothers: “What is to be gained by killing our brother and concealing 
his blood? Come, let us sell him to these Ishmaelites, instead of doing away with him 
ourselves. After all, he is our brother, our own flesh.” His brothers agreed. 
 
Midianite traders passed by, and they pulled Joseph up out of the cistern. They sold 
Joseph for twenty pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. When 
Reuben went back to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not in it, he tore his 
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garments, and returning to his brothers, he exclaimed: “The boy is gone! And I—
where can I turn?” They took Joseph’s tunic, and after slaughtering a goat, dipped the 
tunic in its blood. Then they sent someone to bring the long ornamented tunic to their 
father, with the message: “We found this. See whether it is your son’s tunic or not.” 
He recognized it and exclaimed: “My son’s tunic! A wild beast has devoured him! 
Joseph has been torn to pieces!” Then Jacob tore his garments, put sackcloth on his 
loins, and mourned his son many days. Though his sons and daughters tried to console 
him, he refused all consolation, saying, “No, I will go down mourning to my son in 
Sheol.” Thus did his father weep for him. 
 
[Joseph is sold into slavery, his fortunes fall and then rise, and by the time “famine had 
gripped the whole world,” Joseph has been put “in charge of the whole land of Egypt.] 
 
When Jacob learned that grain rations were for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons: “I 
hear that grain is for sale in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us, that we may 
stay alive and not die.” So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from 
Egypt. But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he 
thought some disaster might befall him.  
 
Joseph, as governor of the country, was the one who sold grain to all the people of the 
land. When Joseph’s brothers came, they bowed down to him with their faces to the 
ground. He recognized them as soon as he saw them. But he concealed his own 
identity from them and spoke harshly to them. “Where do you come from?” he asked 
them. They answered, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” 
 
When Joseph recognized his brothers, although they did not recognize him, he was 
reminded of the dreams he had about them. He said to them: “You are spies. You have 
come to see the weak points* of the land.” “No, my lord,” they replied. “On the 
contrary, your servants have come to buy food. All of us are sons of the same man. 
We are honest men; your servants have never been spies.” But he answered them: 
…“you are spies. This is how you shall be tested: I swear by the life of Pharaoh that 
you shall not leave here unless your youngest brother comes here. So send one of your 
number to get your brother, while the rest of you stay here under arrest. Thus will your 
words be tested for their truth; if they are untrue, as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!” 
With that, he locked them up in the guardhouse for three days. 
 
On the third day Joseph said to them: “Do this, and you shall live; for I am a God-
fearing man. If you are honest men, let one of your brothers be confined in this prison, 
while the rest of you go and take home grain for your starving families. But you must 
bring me your youngest brother. Your words will thus be verified, and you will not 
die.” To this they agreed. To one another, however, they said: “Truly we are being 
punished because of our brother. We saw the anguish of his heart when he pleaded 
with us, yet we would not listen. That is why this anguish has now come upon us.” 

Then Reuben responded, “Did I not tell you, ‘Do no wrong to the boy’? But you 
would not listen! Now comes the reckoning for his blood.” They did not know, of 
course, that Joseph understood what they said, since he spoke with them through an 
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interpreter. But turning away from them, he wept. When he was able to speak to them 
again, he took Simeon from among them and bound him before their eyes. Then 
Joseph gave orders to have their containers filled with grain, their money replaced in 
each one’s sack, and provisions given them for their journey. After this had been done 
for them, they loaded their donkeys with the grain and departed…. 
 
When they got back to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that 
had happened to them…. Their father Jacob said to them: “Must you make me 
childless? Joseph is no more, Simeon is no more, and now you would take Benjamin 
away! All these things have happened to me!” Then Reuben told his father: “You may 
kill my own two sons if I do not return him to you! Put him in my care, and I will 
bring him back to you.” But Jacob replied: “My son shall not go down with you. Now 
that his brother is dead, he is the only one left. If some disaster should befall him on 
the journey you must make, you would send my white head down to Sheol in grief.” 
 
Now the famine in the land grew severe. So when they had used up all the grain they 
had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go back and buy us a little more 
food.” But Judah replied: “The man strictly warned us, ‘You shall not see me unless 
your brother is with you.’ If you are willing to let our brother go with us, we will go 
down to buy food for you. But if you are not willing, we will not go down, because 
the man told us, ‘You shall not see me unless your brother is with you.’” Israel 
demanded, “Why did you bring this trouble on me by telling the man that you had 
another brother?” They answered: “The man kept asking about us and our family: ‘Is 
your father still living? Do you have another brother?’ We answered him 
accordingly. How could we know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down 
here’?”… 
 
Israel their father then told them: “If it must be so, then do this: Put some of the land’s 
best products in your baggage and take them down to the man as gifts: some balm and 
honey, gum and resin, and pistachios and almonds. Also take double the money along, 
for you must return the amount that was put back in the mouths of your bags; it may 
have been a mistake. Take your brother, too, and be off on your way back to the man. 
May God Almighty grant you mercy in the presence of the man, so that he may let 
your other brother go, as well as Benjamin. As for me, if I am to suffer bereavement, I 
shall suffer it.” 
 
So the men took those gifts and double the money and Benjamin. They made their 
way down to Egypt and presented themselves before Joseph. When Joseph saw them 
and Benjamin, he told his steward, “Take the men into the house, and have an animal 
slaughtered and prepared, for they are to dine with me at noon.” …  
 
The steward then brought the men inside Joseph’s house. He gave them water to wash 
their feet, and gave fodder to their donkeys. Then they set out their gifts to await 
Joseph’s arrival at noon, for they had heard that they were to dine there. When Joseph 
came home, they presented him with the gifts they had brought inside, while they 
bowed down before him to the ground. After inquiring how they were, he asked them, 
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“And how is your aged father, of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?” “Your servant 
our father is still alive and doing well,” they said, as they knelt and bowed down. Then 
Joseph looked up and saw Benjamin, his brother, the son of his mother. He asked, “Is 
this your youngest brother, of whom you told me?” Then he said to him, “May God be 
gracious to you, my son!” With that, Joseph hurried out, for he was so overcome with 
affection for his brother that he was on the verge of tears. So he went into a private 
room and wept there. 
 
After washing his face, he reappeared and, now having collected himself, gave the 
order, “Serve the meal.” It was served separately to him, to the brothers, and to the 
Egyptians who partook of his board. Egyptians may not eat with Hebrews; that is 
abhorrent to them. When they were seated before him according to their age, from the 
oldest to the youngest, they looked at one another in amazement; and as portions were 
brought to them from Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion was five times as large as 

anyone else’s. So they drank freely and made merry with him. 
 
Then Joseph commanded his steward: “Fill the men’s bags with as much food as 
they can carry, and put each man’s money in the mouth of his bag. In the mouth of 
the youngest one’s bag put also my silver goblet, together with the money for his 
grain.” The steward did as Joseph said. At daybreak the men and their donkeys were 
sent off. They had not gone far out of the city when Joseph said to his steward: “Go 
at once after the men! When you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why did you repay 
good with evil? Why did you steal my silver goblet? Is it not the very one from 
which my master drinks and which he uses for divination? What you have done is 
wrong.’” 
 
When the steward overtook them and repeated these words to them, they said to him: 
“Why does my lord say such things? Far be it from your servants to do such a thing! 
We even brought back to you from the land of Canaan the money that we found in the 
mouths of our bags. How could we steal silver or gold from your master’s house? If 
any of your servants is found to have the goblet, he shall die, and as for the rest of us, 
we shall become my lord’s slaves.” But he replied, “Now what you propose is fair 
enough, but only the one who is found to have it shall become my slave, and the rest 
of you can go free.” Then each of them quickly lowered his bag to the ground and 
opened it; and when a search was made, starting with the oldest and ending with the 
youngest, the goblet turned up in Benjamin’s bag. At this, they tore their garments. 
Then, when each man had loaded his donkey again, they returned to the city. 
When Judah and his brothers entered Joseph’s house, he was still there; so they flung 
themselves on the ground before him. “How could you do such a thing?” Joseph asked 
them. “Did you not know that such a man as I could discern by divination what 
happened?” Judah replied: “What can we say to my lord? How can we plead or how 
try to prove our innocence? God has uncovered your servants’ guilt. Here we are, then, 
the slaves of my lord—the rest of us no less than the one in whose possession the 
goblet was found.” Joseph said, “Far be it from me to act thus! Only the one in whose 
possession the goblet was found shall become my slave; the rest of you may go back 
unharmed to your father.” 
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Judah then stepped up to him and said: “I beg you, my lord, let your servant appeal to 
my lord, and do not become angry with your servant, for you are the equal of Pharaoh. 
…[Y]our servant my father said to us, ‘As you know, my wife bore me two sons. One 
of them, however, has gone away from me, and I said, “He must have been torn to 
pieces by wild beasts!” I have not seen him since. If you take this one away from me 
too, and a disaster befalls him, you will send my white head down to Sheol in grief.’ 
“So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my father, whose 
very life is bound up with his, he will die as soon as he sees that the boy is missing; 
and your servants will thus send the white head of your servant our father down to 
Sheol in grief. Besides, I, your servant, have guaranteed the boy’s safety for my father 
by saying, ‘If I fail to bring him back to you, father, I will bear the blame before you 
forever.’ So now let me, your servant, remain in place of the boy as the slave of my 
lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. How could I go back to my father if the 
boy were not with me? I could not bear to see the anguish that would overcome my 
father.” 
 
Joseph could no longer restrain himself in the presence of all his attendants, so he 
cried out, “Have everyone withdraw from me!” So no one attended him when he 
made himself known to his brothers. But his sobs were so loud that the Egyptians 
heard him, and so the news reached Pharaoh’s house. “I am Joseph,” he said to his 
brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could give him no answer, so 
dumbfounded were they at him. 
 
“Come closer to me,” Joseph told his brothers. When they had done so, he said: “I am 
your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. But now do not be distressed, and do 
not be angry with yourselves for having sold me here. It was really for the sake of 
saving lives that God sent me here ahead of you. The famine has been in the land for 
two years now, and for five more years cultivation will yield no harvest. God, 
therefore, sent me on ahead of you to ensure for you a remnant on earth and to save 
your lives in an extraordinary deliverance. So it was not really you but God who had 
me come here; and he has made me a father to Pharaoh, lord of all his household, and 
ruler over the whole land of Egypt. 
 
“Hurry back, then, to my father and tell him: ‘Thus says your son Joseph: God has 
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me without delay. You can settle in the 
region of Goshen, where you will be near me—you and your children and children’s 
children, your flocks and herds, and everything that you own. I will provide for you 
there in the five years of famine that lie ahead, so that you and your household and all 
that are yours will not suffer want.’ Surely, you can see for yourselves, and Benjamin 
can see for himself, that it is I who am speaking to you. Tell my father all about my 
high position in Egypt and all that you have seen. But hurry and bring my father down 
here.” Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept on his shoulder. 
Joseph then kissed all his brothers and wept over them; and only then were his 
brothers able to talk with him. 
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The Parable of The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) 
 
A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share 
of your estate that should come to me.’ So the father divided the property between 
them. After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings and set off to a 
distant country where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. When he 
had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that country, and he found himself 
in dire need. So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens who sent him to his 
farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the swine 
fed, but nobody gave him any. Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from 
hunger. I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as 
you would treat one of your hired workers.”’  
 
So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, his father 
caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him 
and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.’ But his father ordered his servants, 
‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals 
on his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a feast, 
because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has 
been found.’ Then the celebration began.  
 
Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the 
house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He called one of the servants and 
asked what this might mean. The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned and 
your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 
He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house, his father came out and 
pleaded with him. He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all these years I served you 
and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to 
feast on with my friends. But when your son returns who swallowed up your property 
with prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened calf.’ He said to him, ‘My son, you 
are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and 
rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has 
been found.’ 
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Jesus and Peter (John 21:2-19) 
 

Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in 
Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I 
am going fishing.” They said to him, “We also will come with you.” So they went 
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. When it was already 
dawn, Jesus was standing on the shore; but the disciples did not realize that it was 
Jesus Jesus said to them, “Children, have you caught anything to eat?” They 
answered him, “No.” So he said to them, “Cast the net over the right side of the boat 
and you will find something.” So they cast it, and were not able to pull it in because 
of the number of fish. So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the 
Lord.” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked in his garment, for 
he was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, 
for they were not far from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the net with 
the fish.  
 
When they climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. 
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught.” So Simon Peter went 
over and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred fifty-three large fish. Even 
though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come, have 
breakfast.” And none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they 
realized it was the Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, and 
in like manner the fish. … 
 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,* “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He then said to him a second time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” He 
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?” Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time, “Do you love 
me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 
[Jesus] said to him, “Feed my sheep.  Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were 
younger, you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow 
old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you 
where you do not want to go.” He said this signifying by what kind of death he would 
glorify God. And when he had said this, he said to him, “Follow me. 
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Jesus on the Cross (Luke 23:33-43) 
 

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him and the criminals there, 
one on his right, the other on his left. [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they know 
not what they do.”] They divided his garments by casting lots. The people stood by and 
watched; the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at him and said, “He saved others, let him save 
himself if he is the chosen one, the Messiah of God.” Even the soldiers jeered at him. As 
they approached to offer him wine they called out, “If you are King of the Jews, save 
yourself.” Above him there was an inscription that read, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us.” The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no 
fear of God, for you are subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been 
condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man 
has done nothing criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 
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Stephen (excerpted from Acts 6 and 7) 
 

Now Stephen, filled with grace and power, was working great wonders and signs among 
the people. Certain members of the so-called Synagogue of Freedmen, Cyrenians, and 
Alexandrians, and people from Cilicia and Asia, came forward and debated with Stephen, 
but they could not withstand the wisdom and the spirit with which he spoke. Then they 
instigated some men to say, “We have heard him speaking blasphemous words against 
Moses and God.” They stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes, accosted him, 
seized him, and brought him before the Sanhedrin. They presented false witnesses who 
testified, “This man never stops saying things against [this] holy place and the law. For 
we have heard him claim that this Jesus the Nazorean will destroy this place and change 
the customs that Moses handed down to us.” All those who sat in the Sanhedrin looked 
intently at him and saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 
 
Then the high priest asked, “Is this so?”  [Stephen’s reply is a recitation of the 
salvation history of the people – from Abraham, through Joseph, Moses, Solomon.  
After which, he continues] 
 
“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always oppose the holy 
Spirit; you are just like your ancestors. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not 
persecute? They put to death those who foretold the coming of the righteous one, whose 
betrayers and murderers you have now become. You received the law as transmitted by 
angels, but you did not observe it.” 

 
When they heard this, they were infuriated, and they ground their teeth at him. But he, 
filled with the holy Spirit, looked up intently to heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out in a 
loud voice, covered their ears,* and rushed upon him together. They threw him out of 
the city, and began to stone him. The witnesses laid down their cloaks at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. As they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” Then he fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do 
not hold this sin against them”; and when he said this, he fell asleep. 
 

 


