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Matthew 18:21-35 
 
 Then Peter approaching asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must 
I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times 
but seventy-seven times. That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king 
who decided to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the accounting, a debtor 
was brought before him who owed him a huge amount. Since he had no way of paying it 
back, his master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his 
property, in payment of the debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and 
said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ Moved with compassion the 
master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had left, he 
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He seized him 
and started to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ Falling to his knees, his 
fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ But he refused. 
Instead, he had him put in prison until he paid back the debt. Now when his fellow 
servants saw what had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master 
and reported the whole affair. His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to. Should you not have 
had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ Then in anger his master handed 
him over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole debt. So will my heavenly 
Father do to you, unless each of you forgives his brother from his heart.” 
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Colossians 3:12-17 
 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and 
forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the 
bond of perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into 
which you were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And 
whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
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Ephesians 4:25-32 
 

Therefore, putting away falsehood, speak the truth, each one to his neighbor, for we are 
members one of another.  Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun set on your anger, 
and do not leave room for the devil.  The thief must no longer steal, but rather labor, 
doing honest work with his [own] hands, so that he may have something to share with one 
in need.  No foul language should come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 
needed edification, that it may impart grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the holy 
Spirit of God, with which you were sealed for the day of redemption. All bitterness, fury, 
anger, shouting, and reviling must be removed from you, along with all malice. [And] be 
kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one another as God has forgiven you in 
Christ. 
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1 John 2:7-12 
 

Beloved, I am writing no new commandment to you but an old commandment that 
you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have 
heard. And yet I do write a new commandment to you, which holds true in him 
and among you, for the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already 
shining. Whoever says he is in the light, yet hates his brother, is still in the 
darkness. Whoever loves his brother remains in the light, and there is nothing in 
him to cause a fall. Whoever hates his brother is in darkness; he walks in darkness 
and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  I 
am writing to you, children, because your sins have been forgiven for his name’s 
sake. 
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Turning the Other Cheek 
(from Peter Rollins, The Orthodox Heretic) 

 
The parable 

 
We stood at a distance, watching. We looked on silently as Jesus took his place on the top 
of a mound, waiting patiently for those who had gathered to settle themselves. We looked 
with a certain displeasure and discomfort at the disorderly mob that surrounded him. 
There must have been hundreds of people pushing in to hear his words, most of them 
poor and hungry. The place was brimming over with the sick and the dispossessed, the 
widow and the orphan, the ones without a voice and without hope. We watched as Jesus 
looked at them with compassion and prayed peace into their lives. As he stood before 
them, we heard him pronounce blessing upon those who are poor in spirit, for those who 
are mourning, for those who are meek, for those who are merciful despite their hardships, 
those who are pure in spirit, and upon those who seek peace rather than war.  
 
But Jesus also challenged them saying, “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” He said to them, “If 
someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your 
cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. If someone forces you to carry their pack 
one mile, carry it two. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs 
to you, do not demand it back.” Then he finished by saying, “Do to others as you would 
have them do to you. Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” 
 
When he had finished, he turned toward the west, where we were sitting, we who have 
the power, who have the authority, and who have a voice. For a time he just stared at us, 
then he approached and addressed us directly: “Do not be mistaken, these words are not 
for you.” 
 
Then Jesus raised his voice and said, “I am sending you an infinitely more difficult 
message.”  
 
A time is coming when those you now treat as enemies and slaves will show you nothing 
but love in return, when those who you curse with indifference will offer you blessing. 
When you slap these people on the right check, be prepared, for they will turn their left 
cheek toward you. When you steal their cloak, they will offer you their tunic. And when 
you demand that they carry your possessions for one mile, they will freely carry those 
possessions for two. They will give freely what you demand from them, and they will not 
seek to gain back what you have stolen from them. They will treat you as they would 
long to be treated. You will judge them but they will not judge you. You will condemn 
them but they will not condemn you.  
 
Before leaving us he finished by saying, “These people are my message to you. Heed this 
message and you will live. Ignore it, and you will perish.” 
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The Commentary 
 
Whenever we open up our Bible and read that Jesus commands us to love those who hate 
us, bless those who curse us, and repay evil with kindness, it is easy to apply this to our 
daily interaction with others. However, these teachings were not given to people like us 
(by us I mean people who can afford to buy this book and are educated enough to be able 
to read it). These were not spoken primarily for the powerful to apply as middle-class 
moral platitudes. They were spoken to the powerless, whose country was under 
occupation and whose very lives were under constant threat. It is likely that, like me, you 
do not face the kind of persecution that Jesus’ original listeners faced. Indeed the 
unpalatable truth may well be that we are the ones who oppress the type of people that 
Jesus spoke with—not directly with hatred in our hearts, but indirectly through the 
clothes we buy, the coffee we drink, the investments we make, and the cars that we drive. 
By reading these words in an affluent, Western setting we can so easily domesticates the 
words of Jesus to the extent that they become little more than advice on how to treat a 
shop assistant or a passerby.  
 
In the above story I attempt to undermine the reduction of Christ’s words to the level of 
inane politeness by drawing out how the words are directed toward the oppressed rather 
than toward the oppressors. In this way I am attempting to remind myself that these 
words are spoken to those people whom I hurt and destroy through the choices I make on 
a daily basis, and that I am merely overhearing them. In the above story, I ask myself to 
imagine what Jesus would say to me if I had been there at the time. Would he address me 
with the words “If someone takes your cloak, given them your tunic as well”? Or would 
he be more likely to address me with the admonition “Stop stealing from the poor”? 
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Mary Gonzales 
(from Echoes from Calvary) 

 
These words are perhaps the most profound revelation of God’s love for us. This is the 
moment—suffering, betrayed, spat upon and reviled, made a laughing stock, nails driven 
through flesh, bones and tendons, a failure to friends, family, and foes—that Jesus utters 
this utterly unimaginable statement. 
 
These are not just the words of a person scourged and humiliated. They are the words of a 
loving father protecting an immature son from a righteous judge. They are the words of a 
strong mother protecting a small child from a stern and stubborn father. These are words 
of unquestioning and unqualified love for others. 
 
How can Jesus love his tormentors in this manner? He looks past their rage, past their 
foolishness and folly, past their cruelty, brutality, and depravity, past all their ugliness, 
and sees human beings worthy of love. 
 
What a rebuke to those of us who cannot see humanity past a person’s color, past a 
person’s ethnic origin, past a person’s gender, past a person’s lifestyle, past a person’s 
disability. How far we are as parents, as spouses, as citizens, as a nation, from Jesus’ 
example of unquestioning and unqualified love. Father forgive us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


