
Lent Retreat In Daily Living 
Week 6 Prayer Material 

Following Jesus to His Death 
 
 

Day 1  Interrogation and Denial 
 

Your prayer material for Day 1 is St. John’s account of Peter’s denial, which 
sandwiches the interrogation of Jesus by Annas. 

 
 As you pray with this passage, consider these words of Raymond Brown: 
 

 While Jesus is showing his innocence, his best-known follower, Simon Peter, is 
showing weakness.  [John’s] Gospel catches the full drama of Peter’s behavior, 
since only here is Peter identified as the one who cut off the servant’s ear in the 
garden.  Now he wants to deny that he was even in the garden.  Also, the fourth 
evangelist, more than the others, stresses the similarity of Peter’s denials and 
Jesus’ self-defense.  In Jn 16:32 Jesus had said: “An hour is coming…for you to 
be scattered, each on his own, leaving me all alone.”  Peter is not yet among 
those scattered, but he certainly has left Jesus alone. 

(from Raymond Brown’s A Crucified Christ in Holy Week) 
 
 
Days 2-5 The Passion and Death of Jesus 
 

Your prayer material for [these days] is St. Matthew’s account of the passion and 
death of Jesus. (Matthew 26:57-75; 27:1-66)  Take manageable portions for each 
day of prayer as you are moved to do so. 
 
As you pray with Jesus passion, engage yourself and your life in these events.  Let 
yourself be intimately attentive to Jesus’ sufferings during your contemplations. 
Be sure to share with Jesus, not only your reactions to his suffering, but also your 
concerns, needs, desires, sufferings.  Be attentive to God’s response to you. 
 
As you pray with the passion, consider these words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 

 
 It is infinitely easier to suffer in obedience to a human order than in the freedom 
of one’s own, personal responsible deed.  It is infinitely easier to suffer in 
company than alone.  It is infinitely easier to suffer publicly and with honor than 
out of the public eye and in disgrace.  It is infinitely easier to suffer through the 
engagement of one’s physical being than through the Spirit.  Christ suffered in 
freedom, alone, out of the public eye and in disgrace, in body and soul, and 
likewise subsequently many Christians along with him. 

(in Dietrich Bohoeffer, Meditations on the Cross) 
 

 
 



Day 6  Tomb Day 
 

The grace we seek here is a deep understanding what it would mean to live in a 
world without Jesus. 

 
After Christ dies, spend some time in the space between the Crucifixion and the 
Resurrection – in the world without Jesus.  Experience His absence and be 
mindful of your feelings.  Share with God as you are moved. 

 
 
Day 7  Final Words to Reflect on 
 

Christ goes through the cross, only through the cross, to life, to the resurrection, 
to victory?  That, indeed, is the marvelous – and yet for many people so repulsive 
– theme of the Bible, that the only visible sign of God in the world is the cross.  
Christ is not gloriously transported from earth into heaven.  He must instead go 
to the cross.  And precisely there, where the cross stands, the resurrection is near.  
Precisely here, where all lose faith in God, where all despair about the power of 
God, God is fully there, and Christ is alive and near.  Where one stands on a 
razor’s edge of becoming an apostate or remaining true, God and Christ are fully 
there.  Where the power of darkness wants to overcome the light of God, there 
God triumphs and judges the darkness.  

(in Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God is On the Cross) 


