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Day 1 

Invitation 
 

Margery’s first childbirth was very difficult and she became seriously ill afterward.  
Fearing death, she asked for a confessor.  According to one biographer, “She wanted to 
confess the sin of her youth which she had never had the courage to mention before and 
of which she had never been absolved.  Her experience with the confessor let her into a 
period of madness during which was chained to a bed in a storeroom. 
 
One day, she looked up from her bed and Jesus Christ was sitting there.  He said, 
“Daughter, why have you forsaken me when I never forsook you?” and went back to 
Heaven.  This was enough to cure Margery, who plunged herself back into the world with 
great joy.  Here is the account of one biographer:  
 

She bought new clothes, and became the town clothes-horse, she went into the 
brewing business, and for two or three years became the biggest beer-maker in 
town. Business declined, however, and she formed a horse milling company. This 
too failed, however. 
 
These failure were the source of some humiliation for Margery. Her failures could 
not be for lack of business sense, since she was John Burnham's daughter and 
couldn't possibly lack business sense. It might have been because she couldn't 
read or write, but others had succeeded under such a handicap. It could have been 
that she had to take time out to have her second, third, fourth, fifth, and so forth 
child -- she had fourteen all told. This was only natural for a woman, however, 
and Margery was not willing to admit that was any disadvantage. She couldn't be 
just a housewife, was a failure as an entrepreneur, and couldn't see what else she 
could do. It was at this point that Jesus Christ dropped in again to mention that he 
were prefer her to devote herself to his service. Margery found it hard to 
understand why she had not thought of that herself. 

 
For Reflection:  
 
Can you think of occasions where God has used your suffering as a way to get your 
attention? 
 
Spend some time reflecting on the ways God has sought you out, how God has used your 
pain, your loss, your suffering as a hook to bring you to deeper discipleship. 
 
How has God reassured you of his desire for you even in difficult times? 

 
  



Day 2 
The Suffering of Christ 

(From Chapter 28 of the Book of Margery Kempe) 
 

And so they helped her on to Jerusalem, and when she came there, she said: 
     "Sirs, I pray you be not displeased though I weep sore in this holy place where 
Our Lord Jesus Christ was quick and dead." 
 
     Then went they to the temple in Jerusalem and they were let in on the same 
day at evensong time, and abode there till the next day at evensong time. …The 
aforesaid creature wept and sobbed as plenteously as though she had seen Our 
Lord with her bodily eye, suffering His Passion at that time. Before her in her soul 
she saw Him verily by contemplation, and that caused her to have compassion. 
And when they came up on to the Mount of Calvary, she fell down because she 
could not stand or kneel, and rolled and wrested with her body, spreading her 
arms abroad, and cried with a loud voice as though her heart would have burst 
asunder; for, in the city of her soul, she saw verily and clearly how Our Lord was 
crucified. Before her face, she heard and saw, in her ghostly sight, the mourning 
of Our Lady, of Saint John, and Mary Magdalene and of many others that loved 
Our Lord. 
 
     And she had such great compassion and such great pain, at seeing Our Lord's 
pain that she could not keep herself from crying and roaring though she should 
have died for it. And this was the first cry that ever she cried in any 
contemplation. And this manner of crying endured many years after this time, for 
aught any man might do, and therefore, suffered she much despite and much 
reproof. … 
 
     And sometimes, when she saw the crucifix, or if she saw a man with a wound, 
or a beast, whichever it were, or if a man beat a child before her, or smote a horse 
or other beast with a whip, if she saw it or heard it, she thought she saw Our Lord 
being beaten or wounded, just as she saw it in the man or the beast either in the 
field or the town, and by herself alone as well as amongst the people. 

 
 
For Reflection: 
 
 Many saint and mystics spent many hours reflecting on the suffering of Christ.  
Although their experiences vary, in all cases their reflections moved them greatly. 
 
 After reading Margery’s experience, spend some time contemplating the crucified 
Christ. 
 
 What do you want to say to Jesus? 
 What does Jesus want to say to you? 
  



Day 3 
I Shall Never Forsake You 

(From Chapter 32 of the Book of Margery Kempe) 
 

  Then Our Lord sent Saint John the Evangelist to hear her confession, and she 
said, "Benedicite". And he said "Dominus" verily into her soul, so that she saw 
him and heard him in her ghostly understanding as she would have done with 
another priest by her bodily wits. Then she told him all her sins, and all her 
troubles with many grievous tears, and he heard her full meekly and benignly and 
afterwards, he enjoined her the penance that she should do for her trespass, and 
absolved her of her sins...  
 
     When he was gone, she prayed with all her heart all the time, as she heard her 
Mass:  "Lord, as surely as Thou art not wroth with me, grant me a well of tears, 
whereby I may receive Thy Precious Body with all manner of tears of devotion to 
Thy worship and to the increase of my merit; for Thou art my joy, Lord, my bliss, 
my comfort and all the treasure I have in this world; for other worldly joys covet I 
not, but only Thee. And therefore my dearworthy Lord and my God, forsake me 
not." 
 
     Then Our Blissful Lord Christ Jesus answered to her soul and said:  "My 
dearworthy daughter, I swear by My Majesty that I shall never forsake thee. And, 
daughter, the more shame, despite, and reproof that thou sufferest for My love, 
the better I love thee, for I am like a man that loveth well his wife. The more envy 
that men have of her, the better he will array her in despite of her enemies. And 
right so shall I fare with thee. In anything thou dost, daughter, thou mayest no 
better please God than by believing that He loveth thee; for if it were possible that 
I might weep with thee, I would weep with thee, daughter, for the compassion that 
I have of thee. Time shall come when thou shalt hold thyself right well pleased, 
for it shall be verified in thee, the common proverb, that men say: 'He is well 
blessed that may sit on his well-stool and tell of his woe-stool,'. 
 
     "And so shalt thou do, daughter, and all thy weeping and thy sorrow shall turn 
into joy and bliss, which thou shalt never miss." 

 
For Reflection 
 
 Spend some time talking with Jesus about your actions of body, speech and mind 
for which you have sorrow.  And then hear Jesus say to you the words he said to 
Margery:  “I will never forsake you…Your sorrow shall turn into joy and bliss.”  Let him 
say them enough times for you to embrace their truth – and talk to Jesus about any 
uncertainties or hesitations you have about what he says to you. 
  



Day 4 
Partner in Poverty with Christ 

(From Chapters 37-39 of the Book of Margery Kempe) 
 

As this creature was in Rome, our Lord bade her give away all her goods and 
make herself bare for his love. And anon she with a fervent desire to please God, 
gave away such goods as she had. ... After that this creature had thus given away 
her goods and had neither penny nor halfpenny to help herself with, as she lay in 
St Marcellus Church in Rome, thinking and studying where she should have her 
living, inasmuch as she had no silver to keep herself withal, our Lord answered to 
her mind and said, 
 
"Daughter, thou art not yet as poor as I was when I hung naked on the cross for 
thy love, for thou hast clothes on thy body and I had none. And thou hast 
councilled other men to be poor for my sake, and therefore thou must follow thy 
own council.  
 
"But dread thee not, daughter, for… I have promised thee before that I would 
never fail you....  
 
Another time, right as she came by a poor woman's house, the poor woman called 
her into her house and made her sit by her little fire, giving her wine to drink in a 
cup of stone. And she had a little man-child sucking on her breast; after a while it 
ran to this creature, the mother sitting full of sorrow and sadness. Then this 
creature burst all into weeping as though she had seen our Lady and her Son in 
time of his Passion, and had so many holy thoughts that she might never tell the 
halfdeal, but ever sat and wept plentifully a long time, that the poor woman, 
having compassion of her weeping, prayed her to cease, not knowing why she 
wept. Then our Lord Jesus Christ said to this creature, "This place is holy". And 
then she rose up and went forth in Rome and saw much poverty among the 
people; and then she thanked God highly of the poverty that she was in, trusting 
therethrough to be a partner with them in merit. 

 
For Reflection: 
 
 What does it mean for you to be as poor as Jesus was when he hung naked on the 
cross? 
 
 What kind of poverty is Jesus asking of you? 
 
 What is Jesus conveying in calling the poor woman’s house a holy place?  



Day 5 
Our Traveling Companions 

(From MargeryKempe: A Medieval Eccentric by Isabelle de Foix) 
 

Margery had many difficulties on her travels--although the travelers would have 
told us that she was an undesirable traveling companion. It was they who found 
her obsession with religion annoying. She refused to discuss anything besides 
religion, since she regarded the world in which she lived to be only a transient 
place in which there was nothing but sin and evil. She alienated many people who 
were initially willing to help her. At one point they told her she would have to 
travel by herself. They could not stand the thought of another dinner with her in 
their midst. On another journey, one to Jerusalem, her traveling companions 
wanted to enjoy the beautiful city of Venice, while Margery cared nothing for the 
city and would hardly crack a smile. She could not stand the idea of enjoying a 
pilgrimage. Pilgrimages were regarded as penance, a concept which one does not 
normally associate with pleasure. On one pilgrimage, she refused to remove her 
white clothing to get the lice off of her body; everyone else, both male and 
female, did remove their clothes to rid themselves of these pests once they had 
left a city. Margery abhorred nudity and the human body itself.  In this case, she 
preferred to put up with the discomforts of lice than to show her body to anyone. 
Several times the party she was traveling with…abandoned her. Several times she 
gave away all of her money so she could experience the suffering that goes with 
poverty. In Rome she was kicked out of the English hostel where she had been 
staying and ended up on the streets. While in Rome, she was ordered to serve a 
pauper by her confessor. She took up residence in the woman’s pitiful hovel. She 
did not have a bed; she lay on the floor to sleep, covered only by her cloak. The 
hovel was absolutely filthy. She frequently went out to buy firewood and water 
for this unfortunate woman. There was the discomfort caused by vermin. Neither 
Margery nor the woman had money to buy food; thus Margery had to do a fair 
amount of begging. She firmly believed that her sufferings as necessary in order 
to not have to spend time in Purgatory. But she created many of the difficulties 
herself, for if her companions deviated from her puritanical moral standards, she 
gave them sermons concerning their "sinful" behavior. It is almost painful to 
imagine spending weeks, even months, with behavior like this. 
 

For Reflection: 
What is your reaction to Margery’s behavior?   
What expectations do you have of what a lover of Christ should be and how s/he 

should act?   
  Are your expectations good and right, or are they stereotyping? 
 
 How do you respond when you see behavior in others that it the equivalent of 
here? 
 
 Can you see anything of her in your own behavior?   

Are you sensitive to ways in which your behavior is trying to others?  



Days 6 and 7 
A True Account of her Life 

 
 Almost everything we know about Margery Kempe comes from her Book, which 
purports to be the true account of her life and visions.  The book has perplexed critics 
since its discovery in a private library during the 1930s, and people have argued whether 
she was a neurotic, a brilliant female author, an exemplar of piety, a proto-feminist. 
 
 If you were giving a “true account” of your life thus far, what would you record? 
 
 Spend some time during these last two days of the week thinking back over your 
life. 
 
 What have been the defining events of your life thus far? 
 
 What have been your deepest experience of communion with God and communion 
with others? 
 
 What have been your most important lessons about God, yourself, and your place 
in God’s plan for salvation? 
 
 What events and experiences would you record in the “true account” of your life. 
 
 Which of these might you be willing to share with your group. 

 
 

 


