
Reflections on Jesus’ Post Resurrection Appearances: John 21 
 
 

For Further Reflection 
 

Why, after having received the Holy Spirit, Peter and the others go out fishing?  
How do you understand their act? 
 
 
Put yourself in Peter’s place, with Jesus on the beach.  How do you answer when 
Jesus asks you, “do you love me more than these”? 
 
 
What does it mean to you to know that Jesus keeps inviting you over and over 
again and will always accept whatever you can give Him? 
 
 
Commenting on the disciples’ failure to recognize the risen Christ, Fr. Timothy 
Radcliffe writes: “The point is not that Jesus looked different; they had never 
really seen who he was.  It was more like Strider, who had always been Aragorn, 
the awaited king, only the eyes of the hobbits had been closed so they had only 
seen a rough, hard wanderer.  The disciples cannot recognize Jesus because they 
had never grasped what it meant for him to be Messiah.”  How do you see Jesus? 
 
 
How does this 21st Chapter of John help us to understand that Jesus and his 
ministry is not just a story of the past, but something that helps convey the 
continuing vitality of God’s Word and work in the world?  How does it help your 
understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus? 
 

 
 
 
 

For Further Study 
 

Raymond E. Brown, A Risen Christ in Eastertime, Chapter 5 (The Resurrection in John 
21), available at http://susanjoan.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/brown-risen-christ-
john.pdf. 
 
Leo Zanchettin, John: A Devotional Commentary, section on The Risen Christ, available 
at http://susanjoan.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/john-devotional-commentary.pdf. 
 
 
 
 



Reflections on Jesus’ Post Resurrection Appearances: Luke 24:13-35 
 
 

For Further Reflection 
 

What similarities do you notice in the Resurrection accounts? What do those 
similarities tell you about the early community of believers? 
 
 
Imagine yourself as one of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. What do 
you think you would have been discussing? If a stranger joined you and asked, 
what would you tell them? If someone asks you today what the Easter story is all 
about, how would you respond? 
 
 
Once again, we have a story whereby Jesus is recognized by what he does, by the 
signs and wonders that accompany him. The disciples on the road came to know 
him “in the breaking of the bread.” What does it mean to recognize Jesus “in the 
breaking of the bread”? What are the signs and wonders by which you come to 
know Jesus? 
 
 
Luke’s account of the Resurrection, post-resurrection appearances and Ascension 
imply that all took place within a single day. In the second volume of the Lucan 
writings (the Acts of the Apostles), a forty day interim period is presented. What 
difference – if any – does it make to you that the traditional 40 day period might 
have been a later theological addition to the story? 
 
 
How does this 24th Chapter of Luke help you to understand that Jesus and his 
ministry is not just a story of the past, but something that helps convey the 
continuing vitality of God’s Word and work in the world? How does it help your 
understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus? 

 
 
 

For Further Study 
 

Joseph A. Fitzmyer, S.J., The Gospel According to Luke X-XXIV (The Anchor Yale 
Bible Commentaries), Yale University Press, 1985 
 
Luke Timothy Johnson, The Gospel of Luke (Sacra Pagina Series) Michael Glazier, 1992 


