
 
UST Lent Retreat in Daily Living: 

Learning from the Parables 
 

Week 6: Laborers, A Dishonest Manager and Some Wicked Tenants 
 

As you pray with these parables, ask yourself: 
 What is God trying to reveal to me? 
 Where it he challenge? 
 
Think about who each of the characters in the parable may represent.  Where do 
you see yourself. 

 
 

Laborere in the Vineyard 
Matthew 20: 1-16 

 
The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers 
for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them 
into his vineyard. Going out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, and I will give 
you what is just.’ So they went off. [And] he went out again around noon, and 
around three o’clock, and did likewise. Going out about five o’clock, he found 
others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 
They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go into 
my vineyard.’ When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending 
with the first.’ When those who had started about five o’clock came, each 
received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they thought that they 
would receive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it 
they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s burden and the 
heat.’ He said to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you 
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if I 
wish to give this last one the same as you? [Or] am I not free to do as I wish with 
my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?’ Thus, the last will be 
first, and the first will be last. 

 
 
 

Dishonest Manager 
Luke 16:1-15 

 
Then he also said to his disciples, “A rich man had a steward who was 
reported to him for squandering his property. He summoned him and said, 
‘What is this I hear about you? Prepare a full account of your stewardship, 



because you can no longer be my steward.’ The steward said to himself, 
‘What shall I do, now that my master is taking the position of steward away 
from me? I am not strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg I know 
what I shall do so that, when I am removed from the stewardship, they may 
welcome me into their homes.’ He called in his master’s debtors one by one. 
To the first he said, ‘How much do you owe my master?’  He replied, ‘One 
hundred measures of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Here is your promissory 
note. Sit down and quickly write one for fifty.’ Then to another he said, ‘And 
you, how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘One hundred kors of wheat.’ He 
said to him, ‘Here is your promissory note; write one for eighty.’ And the 
master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently. 

 
 
 
 

Wicked Tenants 
Luke 20:9-19 

 
 “[A] man planted a vineyard, leased it to tenant farmers, and then went on a 
journey for a long time. At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenant farmers 
to receive some of the produce of the vineyard. But they beat the servant and 
sent him away empty-handed. So he proceeded to send another servant, but 
him also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed. Then he 
proceeded to send a third, but this one too they wounded and threw out. The 
owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I shall send my beloved son; 
maybe they will respect him.’ But when the tenant farmers saw him they said to 
one another, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him that the inheritance may become 
ours.’ So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What will the 
owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and put those tenant farmers 
to death and turn over the vineyard to others.” When the people heard this, 
they exclaimed, “Let it not be so!” But he looked at them and asked, “What 
then does this scripture passage mean: ‘The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone’? Everyone who falls on that stone will be dashed 
to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

 


