
The Universal Call To Heal the World 
 

Grace:  Ask for the grace to understand the dynamics of a divine call and to come to 
recognize how God is calling you to participate in his plan for the world. 
 
Start by reading Luke 2:41-25. 
 

Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he 
was twelve years old, they went up according to festival custom. After they had 
completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in 
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, 
they journeyed for a day and looked for him among their relatives and 
acquaintances, but not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him. 
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him were 
astounded at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they 
were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us? 
Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.” And he said to 
them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. He went 
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother 
kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus advanced [in] wisdom and age and 
favor before God and man.      
 

 
Imagine yourself walking with Jesus on his way back to Nazareth from the temple in 
Jerusalem.  Ask Jesus how he first became aware of his divine calling.  You might ask 
him: 
 When were you aware of your first call from God? 
 
 How did you feel after hearing this divine call? 
 How did you respond to it? 
 
 How did it change your way of thinking about your life? 
 
 Where there other times while you were young when you felt called? 
 
You might consider doing a dialogue form of prayer in your journal – writing both what 
you say and what Jesus says.   
 
Continue the dialogue about Jesus call until you feel a sense of closure or completion. 
 
Then shift the focus from Jesus’ calling to your own calling.  Ask Jesus to help you to see 
 When was the first time God began calling you? 
 
 What methods did God use to attract your attention? 



 
 What people did God involve in this process? 
 
 What are the steps God used in brining you to this day? 
 
As you dialogue with Jesus about your calling, you might share with Jesus your answers 
to questions such as When and where did you ever feel fully alive?  What were you 
doing at the time? 
 In what contexts are you able to both give and receive life and love? 
 
 Where were you hurt and then healed of that hurt? 
 
 Are there things you feel you must do, things you “must be about,” no matter how 
difficult, exhausting or unrewarding they may be? 
 
    (Adapted from Louis Savery, The New Spiritual Exercises) 
 
 
 


